
I am looking forward to being 
able to improve our parks, fields 
and gardens by supplying the 
exact amount of water they 
need and saving millions of 
gallons in the process. 
 
– David Webster,  
   Superintendent of Parks and Forestry
   City of Cambridge

”

To manage over 80 irrigation systems spread 
throughout the City of Cambridge is a logistical 
challenge. Equally challenging is the task to 
develop an affordable solution to grow with the 
city. Smart Water Management’s experience with 
central control lead to a plan for a cost effective, 
scalable resolution, which is estimated to 
ultimately save millions of gallons of water for  
the city.

Installing a new control system was one part 
of the solution, but a project at this scale has a 
significant cost, which requires proven methods 
and planning. Through education and training, 
a new maintenance plan was developed to help 
improve the efficiency of the watering systems. 
By coordinating the control upgrades with system 
repairs, we used the flow measurement to 
clearly show how these improvements enhanced 
effectiveness.

Assessment Overview
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Donnelly Fields is a multiple use, multiple 
field park managed by the City of Cambridge. 
Smart Water Management was invited to 
assess the current control system and make 
recommendations for upgrades. Along the way 
we resolved some problematic wiring and valves 
and developed a control system to manage the 
irrigation remotely and based on the weather. 
Delaying irrigation a single day can save 
25,000 gallons, all possible from a smartphone.

Continuing Preservation
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Case  
Study

City of Cambridge

Smart Water Management provided Rain Bird IQ 
Central Control to manage irrigation remotely. 
This allows superintendents and managers access  
to control the irrigation. This level of control 
brings flow alerts and real-time reports to 
the manager, making the system truly work for 
them at their convenience. As added measure, 
we provided training on how to make the most of 
their Rain Bird system.

Riverside Press Park created a model for how 
central control could be used to manage irrigation 
but also as a tool to avoid vandalism or other 
water waste. Here, we installed a control system 
to not only manage irrigation, but also control and 
measure the flow to a community garden and a 
water park. This allowed us to only supply water 
to these features during daytime hours. In this 
accuracy, we avoided the problem of spigots left 
to flood, or the water park sensors being triggered 
during thunderstorms.

     Precision & Accuracy

Adaptive Control
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Parks and Open Spaces

Figure 1: Riverside Park – Cambridge, MA

Scalable, Economical Central Control
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